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merchants of York, Newcastle, Hull and Boston, engaged
in the trade for the past ten years, the right of admission
into the Companyx. The next year the Tsar conferred upon
the Company the exclusive right of trading in the ' north
parts' of his dominions: "None beside . . . out of what
kingdom soever it be, England or other, shall come in trade
of merchandise", under penalty of forfeiting ships and
goods2. Under his protection factories were established
at Moscow, Novgorod and other Russian towns. The
Company's practice at first was " to send early in the year
a fleet of ships, to the number usually of thirteen or fourteen,
laden with English goods, to their station at Rose Island at
the mouth of the Dwina. Much of the merchandise was
bartered away at Cholmogory for the furs and skins of
Siberia; the rest was conveyed in boats up the river to
Vologda and thence dispersed over the kingdom. The
return voyage was made by the fleet in the autumn " 8.
The main article of export was English cloth dressed and
dyed : the imports included furs, wax, oil, timber and naval
stores, especially cordage, of which large quantities were
supplied for the use of the royal navy4. Corn was also im-
ported on occasion5, and money was sometimes exported6.
In its early days the Company did not content itself with
the field which had been opened up by the discovery of a
Russian port. It conceived the vision of a trade with
India carried on by an overland route through Russia and
Persia, which its agent, Michael Lock, promised "would over-
throw the most part of the traffic and wealth of the Italians
and would bring all that wealth into the hands of English-
men. . , „ And also, by this drawing of the traffic of spices
to be brought from India through Persia to the way of
1 Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations (ed. 1903), iii. 83 seq.
s Ibid. iii. 97, 116; Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, i. 347-348. The
privileges were suspended for a short time in 1570, apparently for political
reasons: Russia at the Close of the Sixteenth Century (Hakluyt Society
Publications), p. xxviii.
* Russia at the Close of the Sixteenth Century (Hakluyt Society Publica-
tions), p. viii.
4	Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, v. 399, 462 ; vii. 12, 504. House oj
Lords MSS. 1697-1699, p. 294.    For furs, see supra, p. 187.
5	Hist. MSS. Comm. Salisbury, vii. 206 ; viii. 80.   State Papers Domestics
1638-1639, p. 4.	« State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, p. 253.

